[Immunocyte reaction in stage III nasopharyngeal carcinoma in relation to biological findings and prognosis].
To study the relationship between macrophages (MP), Langerhans cells (LC), T and B lymphocytes, biological behavior and prognosis of stage III nasopharyngeal carcinoma (NPC) patients. 43 cases with stage III NPC were studied by immunohistochemical SP staining methods. The positive expression rates of infiltrating LC and/or MP in NPC were 41%, 65% (CD68+), 46% (lysozyme+), and were related to prognosis, but not to age, sex, metastasis to cervical lymph nodes and basi-cranial destruction and/or cranial nerve damage. In addition, infiltrating T or B cells in NPC were not related to the prognosis or biological behavior. However, when both infiltrating T lymphocytes and LC and/or MP were marked, the prognosis of these cases were better than that of those cases whose infiltrating LC and/or MP were marked but T cell infiltration was scarce. The prognosis of stage III NPC is related to LC or MP, survival is especially longer in those with marked T cell infiltration.